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2023 Lightning Regatta 

 

1 RULES 

1.1   Racing will be under the authority of the Elwood Sailing Club (ESC) governed by the Notice of Race 
(NOR) Lightning Regatta 2023, the rules as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) 2021-2024 and the 
Yachting Australia  (Australian Sailing) Prescriptions there-to, including Special Regulations Part 2 for off-the 
beach boats.  

1.2   The racing rues will be modified on accordance with Rule 86 as follows: 

o Rule 26 - Starting sequence (refer Para. 7.4) 

o Rule 44.1 - Penalty turns  (refer Para. 11.1) 

o Rule 63.1 - Penalties imposed without a hearing (refer Para. 7.7, 8.3, 12.2 and 12.4) 

o Rule 69.1 - All competitors shall comply with the ESC COVID Policy. Non-compliance with the 
requirements of the Policy after registration will be considered a breach of Rule 69.1. 

 

2.  CHANGES TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS  

2.1   Changes to Sailing Instructions will be posted not less than 60 minutes before the scheduled starting 
time of the first race on the day it will take effect, except that any changes to the schedule of races will be 
posted by 1800 hrs on the day before they take effect. 

 

3. COMMUNICATION 

3.1 All sailing related notices will be displayed on the noticeboard in the boat shed. 

3.2 Notices may also be posted online via the ‘2023 Lightning Regatta (ESC)’ regatta page on Sailor App. 

 

4. RACE SCHEDULE 

Saturday 11 February 2023 

1000 – 1100 hrs Registration 
1100 hrs Information Session 
1300 hrs Earliest start time for racing 

Up to 4 races for each class 
No race will start after 1700 hrs 

 

Sunday 12 February  

1030 hrs Earliest start time for racing 
Up to 4 races for each class 
No race will start after 1430 hrs 
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5.  COURSES 

5.1   A Class catamarans will sail a common windward and return course layout. Foiling and Classic divisions 
will start together. The Foiling division may sail extra legs to provide similar race durations. Numeral pennant 
1 flown at or prior to the commencement of a start sequence will signal that the Foiling division will sail the 
same number of laps as the Classic division for that race. 

5.2   The Paper Tiger catamarans will sail a triangular course with their own start, and use the same Start 
and Finish lines as the A Class catamarans. During registration on the first day, Paper Tiger sailors may 
elect to sail in the PT Development Division and sail a shorter course than the main fleet. Both Paper Tiger 
divisions will start together. 

5.3   The courses to be sailed are as follows. Refer Figure 1, Course Diagram. 

 

 Division 
 

Signal Course 

A Class Classic  A Class flag START __ A B F __ A B __ FINISH 
 

A Class Foiling A Class flag 
 

START __ A B F __ A B F __ A B __ FINISH 

 A Class flag, plus numeral 
pennant 1  
 

START __ A B F __ A B __ FINISH 
 

Paper Tiger Paper Tiger flag START __ D E F __ D E __ FINISH 
 

PT – Development Paper Tiger Flag START __ D E __ FINISH 
 

 

5.4   Marks A to F inclusive are to be rounded to port.  

5.5   The target time for races will be 35 minutes. 

 

6. CLASS FLAGS  

6.1   The A Class flag is a blue A icon on white rectangle. 

6.2   The Paper Tiger class flag is a black tiger icon on yellow rectangle. 

 

7.  THE START 

7.1   The starting line will be between an Orange Flag approximately amidships of the Committee boat and 
the Start mark. 

7.2   A clearance buoy may be deployed from the stern of the Committee boat and shall be considered an 
extension of the Committee Boat.  

7.3    To indicate that a start sequence will begin soon, an Orange Flag will be flown not less than 3 minutes 
before the first warning signal of the sequence. An accompanying sound signal may be made. 
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7.4   Races will be started by using the following sequence of signals:  

 

Minutes before 
starting signal 

Visual signal Accompanying sound 
signal 

Meaning 

3 Class flag one Warning signal 
2 P, I , or U flag one Preparatory signal 
1 Preparatory flag removed One One minute signal 
0 Class flag removed One Starting signal 

 

Times shall be taken from the visual signals; the absence of a sound signal shall be disregarded. This 
amends Rule 26. 

7.5   Boats whose Preparatory Signal has not been made shall keep clear of the starting area and of all 
those boats whose preparatory signal has been made. 

7.6   The start sequence for boats returning under a general recall will follow after all remaining start 
sequences have been completed. 

7.7   A boat starting more than 10 minutes after its starting signal will be scored Did Not Start without a 
hearing. This amends Rule 63.1. 

 

8.  THE FINISH 

8.1   The Finish line will be between the Blue Flag on the stern of the Committee Boat, and the FINISH Mark. 

8.2   Boats will finish in the direction from the previous mark of the course. 

8.3    Boat which cross the Finish Line when not finishing the race will be disqualified from that race without a 
hearing. This amends Rule 63.1. 

 

9  MARKS OF THE COURSE  

MARK IDENTIFICATION 
START Red (pyramid) 
FINISH Orange with white and black chequered band (large cone) 
A Pink (large cone) 
B Red (cylinder) 
  
D Yellow (large cone) 
E Yellow (large cone) 
F Yellow (large cone) 
 

 

10.  OBSTRUCTIONS 

10.1  A no-boating zone and speed restriction zones are present adjacent to the Club launch area and race 
area, refer Figure 2. These zones are obstructions as defined in RRS 2021-2024. 
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11.  PENALTY SYSTEM 

11.1   The two turns penalty will require one turn only. This amends Rule 44.1. 

 

12.  SIGN–ON and SIGN–OFF / DECLARATION 

12.1   Each skipper shall Sign On and Sign Off via the session register in the boat shed. When Signing Off, 
the skipper of a boat that did not start and/or finish a race must also complete the race declaration fields on 
the session register. 

12.2   For each Racing Session, Boats will be Signed On by the skipper not later than the Warning Signal for 
the Start of the first race in which they compete for that Session. This Sign On is valid for all subsequent 
races in that Session. Failure to comply may result in a boat being scored DNC for that racing session 
without a hearing. This amends Rule 63.1. 

12.3   Boats will be Signed Off by the skipper not later than 30 minutes after the last boat finishes the last 
race of a Racing Session. Failure to comply may result in a boat being scored DNC for that racing session 
without a hearing. This amends Rule 63.1. 

12.4   Retiring boats should notify a Rescue Boat or the Committee Boat before leaving the racing area, if 
practicable.  

 

13.  TIME LIMIT 

13.1   Boats that have not finished within 15 minutes of the first boat in their Division that finishes will be 
allocated finishing places without a hearing and are asked to proceed to the Start area for the next race. 

 

14.  HEARING REQUESTS 

14.1   Boats intending to protest or request redress shall signify their intent in writing. Forms are available 
from the Race Control Centre and must be lodged there within 60 minutes after the last boat finishes the last 
race o the day. 

14.2   Protests and requests for redress will be heard in the Club committee Room at a time to be 
determined by the Race Committee. All parties will be notified of the times. 

14.3   Notice of a protest hearing will be posted on the official Race Notice Board within 30 minutes of receipt 
of the protest. 

 

15.  EQUIPMENT AND MEASUREMENT CHECKS 

15.1   A boat may use only one skipper and one sail for the Regatta. Substitution for damaged equipment 
may only be made with written approval by the Race Committee. 

15.2   A boat or equipment may be inspected at any time or compliance with the Class Rules, Notice of 
Race, Sailing Instructions and Australian Sailing Special Regulations Part 2 Equipment audit. 
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16.  RACE RESULTS 

16.1   Provisional results may be posted on the notice board in the boat shed and the Sailor App as they are 
processed, and remain provisional until the end of the Regatta. 

 

17. SUPPORT BOATS 

17.1   All support boat operators must register with the Race Control Tower prior to the commencement of 
racing. When on the water, support boats must have their radios on and tuned to channel 71. Unless 
otherwise directed by the Race Officer, support boats must stay outside any area where boats are racing or 
may race from the time of the preparatory signal for a race until all boats have finished that race or the Race 
Committee signals a postponement or abandonment. 

 

18. INSURANCE 

18.1   Each participating boat shall be insured with valid third-party liability insurance with a minimum cover 
of $10,000,000 per incident or the equivalent. 

 

19. DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY 
 
19.1   RRS 3 states: “The responsibility for a boat’s decision to participate in a race or to continue racing is 
hers alone.” By participating in this event each competitor agrees and acknowledges that sailing is a 
potentially dangerous activity with inherent risks. These risks include strong winds and rough seas, sudden 
changes in weather, failure of equipment, boat handling errors, poor seamanship by other boats, loss of 
balance on an unstable platform and fatigue resulting in increased risk of injury. Inherent in the sport of 
sailing is the risk of permanent, catastrophic injury or death by drowning, trauma, hypothermia, or other 
causes.  

19.2   The Elwood Sailing Club will not accept any liability for material damage or personal injury, or death 
sustained in conjunction with, or prior to, during, or after races. 
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Figure 1: 

COURSE DIAGRAM 
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Figure 2: 

OBSTRUCTIONS - NO BOATING ZONE AND REDUCED SPEED ZONES 
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